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ABSTRACT: This paper was aimed at examining the conditions of educational facili-
ties in public schools in selected Local Government Areas in Kaduna State, Nigeria. Physi-
cal inventories were carried out using the Educational Facilities Assessment Form (EFAF). 
Multistage sampling technique was used to select 9 Local Government Areas (LGAs). 
Data were analyzed using Geographically Weighted Regression (GWR) 4.10 and Spear-
man Rank Correlation. The findings revealed that 88% of the schools do not have water 
supply while 22% have no roof, and 11.4% have power supply. It discovered that 32.9% 
of the schools were mud buildings while 4.2 % has no structure and less than 24 % has 
toilet facilities. Kaduna South LGA has the highest score (2.1) in the conditions of water 
facilities while Kajuru and Birnin Gwari LGAs have the lowest. Lere LGA has the least con-
dition (1.1) of toilet facilities while Kaduna South LGA has the best (1.9). For conditions of 
building facilities, Zaria LGA was first followed by Kaduna South and Jemaá LGA. There 
was no significant relationship between public school and population of the LGAs, giv-
en that the calculated t-value (-0.222) was less than the critical t-value of (0.267). The 
GWR revealed a significant association between age of schools and the conditions of 
educational facilities at 0.05 significance level. The paper concluded that the conditions 
of educational facilities are not in disarray and properly maintained due to poor funding 
thus, requires urgent action. It therefore, recommends the implication of the UNESCO’s 
benchmark of demands 26% annual budget and 6% of the gross domestic product be 
invested in education. 
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INTRODUCTION

Education has proved to be the most effective tool in developing programmes that 
involve human beings. Such programmes cover decreasing mortality rates, increasing 
health awareness and empowering people to take charge of their destinies (Bhunia, Shit 
and Duaru, 2012). Education is a means of accessing broader social, economic, political, 
and cultural benefits due to its transformative and empowering potentials (Fabiyi and 
Ogunyemi, 2015). Educational facilities are vital resources that facilitate improved de-
velopment of man and his environment. Educational facilities include materials, struc-
tures and amenities (Adamu, Baba-Gana and Emmanuel, 2015). Educational facilities 
such as land, buildings, furniture, and equipment contribute to a learning environment 
and classrooms in most of the schools were inadequate in terms of decency, space, and 
conveniences were not appropriately placed (Ayeni and Adelabu, 2012). 

Many problems seem to have bedevilled the public educational system there by mak-
ing them ineffective. Ayeni and Adelabu (2012) reported that inadequacy of classrooms in 
schools and poorly maintained school facilities constituted a major gap in the quality of 
learning environment. Public schools need to be efficient to be able to deliver the good tid-
ings expected of them (Ahmed, 2003). The proper siting of schools and its facilities can serve 
a number of useful purposes to the state and people. For instance, it can reduce rural-urban 
migration since there are more schools with better educational facilities in urban area, thus 
enhancing the equalization of educational opportunities (Alabi and Ocholi, 2010). 

There is a general belief that the conditions of facilities in schools and the environ-
ment have an important impact on education development and/or enrollment ratio. Ed-
ucational facilities are needed to facilitate effective education development and learning. 
There is need for comprehensive information to help examine the gap in educational fa-
cilities in Kaduna State. Therefore, Kaduna State Government (KDSG) need to know of 
the conditions of her existing educational facilities within the state. This can help the 
state in analysing the current state of educational facilities and its progress in maintain-
ing and redeveloping (re-modeling) the facilities in the educational sector in the state. 
However, the question should be if the existing or available schools have the required 
minimum standard of educational facilities? The problem of this paper is that the con-
dition of educational facilities in Kaduna State does not meet the minimum standards 
as set aside by Federal Ministry of Education. 

This paper proposed that one reason why the standards of education have fallen in 
the state is due to inadequate basic educational facilities in schools. The effect of the 
physical facilities on educational outcomes and its impact on the quality of schools is 
due of inadequacy of knowledge about these relationships. This paper preproposal that 
there is relationship between the age of the schools and the conditions of the educational 
facilities. Indeed, for governments to successfully enforce compulsory education, there 
must be assurances of access to educational facilities. The attempts by governments at 
various levels including Kaduna State Government to ensure that all children attend or 
return to school will not work without knowing the available and physical conditions of 
educational facilities in public schools. The aim of this paper is to examine the condi-
tions of educational facilities in Kaduna State.
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WHAT LITERATURE SAY?

Bhunia et al. (2012) studied the assessment of school infrastructure at primary and 
upper primary level in West Bengai, India using a geospatial analysis and discovered 
that girl’s toilet, electric, fence facilities are clustered in pattern at primary schools, and 
that electric and computer facilities found to be clustered distribution at secondary 
schools. In Nigeria, Archibong, Modi and Shepa (2015) studied the geography of infra-
structure functionality at schools in Nigeria using spatial statistical techniques. There is 
a significant cluster of LGAs in the Northwest zone, outperforming LGAs in both oth-
er Northern and some Southern zones on all functionality indicators. Abdullahi and 
Wan Zahari (2015) examined the state of physical facilities of higher education institu-
tion in Nigeria and observed clearly that there are shortages of facilities in Nigerian ter-
tiary institutions. 

Adeyemi (2011) studied the enrolment analysis and the availability of physical facil-
ities for the UBE Programme in Ekiti State, Nigeria and revealed that there is shortfall 
in the number of classes, number of lockers, number of chairs and school libraries. Ada 
(2005) revealed that there was low level of availability of physical facilities in primary 
and junior secondary schools in Delta State. Musa and Mohammed (2013) studied the 
distribution of primary and secondary schools in Bida, Niger State, Nigeria and the out-
come revealed that there is deficiency in basic education facilities, while, quiet a number 
of the inhabitant have inadequate access to education in some part of Bida. 

Olamiju and Olujimi (2011) studied the analysis of regional location of public educa-
tional facilities in the Akure region of Nigeria and revealed that Akure South had more 
public secondary schools than other parts of Akure. It revealed that these were informed 
by several conditions including school facilities, and absence of secondary schools. Izo-
bo-Martins, Dare-Abel and Kunle, (2014) revealed that user attitude, maintenance cul-
ture, and lack of fund have major influence on existing infrastructures condition in 
public secondary school in Ado-Odo/ Ota LGA, Ogun State, Nigeria. Nyam Jim (2016) 
studied the locational analysis of public secondary schools in Kaduna Education Zone 
and observed that some of the schools had insufficient facilities. 

Many studies have been carried out on the various aspects of school distribution and 
educational facilities. Nonetheless, not all researchers except for Nyam-Jim (2016), Ar-
chibong, Modi and Shepa (2015), Izobo-Martins, Dare-Abel and Kunle (2014) and Bhu-
nia et al. (2012) were interested in the assessment of educational facilities. Thus, it has 
been observed that these studies did not provide information on availability and condi-
tions of educational facilities in Kaduna State with regards to national minimum stand-
ards. These offers an opening for this kind and form bases for the research contribution 
to knowledge.



84 Researches Review DGTH | 49-1, 81–98 | 2020

METHODS AND MATERIAL

Study Area
Kaduna State is located at mid-central portion of the Northern parts of Nigeria and 

serves as a major gate way to important traditional, political and commercial states of 
Kano, Katsina, and Sokoto (Hena, 2014; Bako, Maiwada, Abubakar and Akwo, 2016). 
The Kaduna State is located between Latitudes 9° 03' and 11° 32' North of the Equa-
tor and Longitudes 6° 05' and 8° 38' East of the Greenwich Meridian. Kaduna State is 
bounded to the north by Katsina, Zamfara and Kano States, to the west by Niger State, 
to the east by Bauchi State and to the south by Plateau, Nassarawa and the Federal Capi-
tal Territory, Abuja (Figure 1). Its made up of 23 LGAs and Kaduna is the capital.

Kaduna State experiences a tropical continental climate with two distinct season-
al climates, dry and rainy seasons (Hena, 2014). The annual average rainfall in the state 
is about 1323mm. The average daily minimum and maximum temperatures are 15.1 °C 
and 35.18 °C (Nwude, 2006; Akpu, 2012; Hena, 2014; Bako et al., 2016). Kaduna State 
contains a striking range of natural environments from the forested Guinea Savanna 
and heavy rains in the Sothern part, to the Savanna scrub in the far north (Hena, 2014). 
The State extends from the tropical grassland known as the Guinea Savannah to Sudan 
Savannah (Nwude, 2006). Kaduna State is third most densely populated states in Nige-
ria. The population of the state according to 2006 National Census stands at 6,113,503 

Figure 1. Kaduna State in Nigeria
Source: KADGIS (2017) 
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and has 3.18% growth rate (National Population Commission, 2009) and 2017 projected 
population stands at 8,147,161 (KDSG, 2017; NBS, 2017). 

Method

A multistage sampling technique was used to obtain a representative sample of 
schools in the selected LGAs across the state. The first stage involved the stratification 
of the state by senatorial zones. The distribution of these LGAs covered both urban and 
rural areas of the state. The second stage was the purposive selection of the three urban 
LGAs each of the three senatorial zones. The third stage was to randomly selection 2 
LGAs from each of the three senatorial zones. The research covered all available public 
primary and secondary schools in the nine selected LGAs in Kaduna State. Reconnais-
sance survey was carried out, inventory of the existing public schools was obtained from 
state’s Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MOES&T) and administrative 
map from Kaduna Sate Geographic Information Services (KADGIS). The physical as-
sessment of the educational facilities was carried using Educational Facility Assessment 
Form (EFAF) and in order to avoid biasness Likert scale was introduced (from poor (1) 
to excellent (5)). The data was collected within 2017/2018 academic session. 

RESULTS

Availability of Public Schools 

The available educational facilities in the nine selected LGAs are key to understand-
ing the types of schools and the nature of the distribution of these facilities. One thou-
sand nine hundred and seven (1907) public schools were located and identified in the 
nine LGAs selected in Kaduna State (Table.1). 85.7% of the available public schools are 
primary schools while 14.3% are secondary schools. The implications of these are that 
less children advances from primary education to secondary education. This is in agree-
ment with the findings of the KSBS (2018) that there is 19% dropout rate in primary ed-
ucation and 34% dropout rate in junior secondary education in the state.

There are 109 number of public primary (59) and secondary (50) schools are not 
identified or located from list obtained by the MOES&T as existing schools. There are 
594 public schools in the three selected LGAs in Kaduna South Senatorial Zone (KSSZ) 
while Kaduna Central Senatorial Zone (KCSZ), have 554 public schools and Kaduna 
North Senatorial Zone (KNSZ) have 759 public primary and secondary schools in the 
three selected LGAs. The analysis of the available schools at the senatorial zones reveals 
that KNSZ have more schools representing 39.8% than KCSZ (29.1%) and KSSZ (31.1%). 

There are insufficient of junior and senior secondary schools in the three senatori-
al zone of the state. This might be the reason for the high number of drop out in sec-
ondary schools in Kaduna State. These findings support the request from people within 
and outside the state that there is need for more schools mostly in rural areas (Nwogu, 
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2015). 4.2% of the school do not have any structure thus meaning that the children either 
study or taught under tree or open space (Figure 2a, 2b and 2c). This finding is alarming 
as over 95% of the schools are primary schools and if all the children assumingly com-
plete primary education and advances to secondary school. Then, 154 junior secondary 
schools will not be able to enroll or admit pupils from 1634 primary schools. 

Figure 2a: LGEA Primary School 
Kwanan, Lere LGA

Source: Fieldwork (2018)

Figure 2b: UBE Primary School, Sabon 
Layi in Lere LGA 

Source: Fieldwork (2018)

Figure 2c: UBE Primary School, Chiki Gari Kuchi, Kagarko LGA 
Source: Fieldwork (2018)
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Conditions of Educational Facilities

This section started with examining the capacity of the facilities in order to ascertain 
if it affects the conditions of the facilities such as number of students, teachers, class-
room and age of school.

Capacity of Educational Facilities: There are 626,338 students in the nine selected 
LGAs of which Kaduna North Senatorial Zone (KNSZ) have 44.42%, Kaduna Central 
Senatorial Zone KCSZ 33.80% and KSSZ 21.78%. It also shows that Chikun LGA has the 
highest number of students (111,247) which is followed by Lere LGA with 108,120 stu-
dents while Kaduna South LGA have the least 34,069 and Kajuru LGA with 38,115 (Ta-
ble 2). The survey further reveals that there are 14,076 staff with 76.66% teaching staff 
and 23.34% non-teaching staff. It observes that there are 6,572 blocks and 10,821 class-
rooms, Kaduna South Senatorial Zone (KNSZ) have the highest number of classrooms 
40.26% which is followed by KCSZ 31.07% and KSSZ have the lowest 28.67% (Table 2). 
The survey also shows that KSSZ have 37.63%, KNSZ 35.5% and 26.87% of the blocks. 
It further exposes that KNSZ have the highest (64) average number students per class-
room, which is KCSZ 63 and KSSZ have the lowest of 44 while the average total number 
of students per classroom is 58.

Table 2. Distribution of Students, Staff, and Classrooms 

LGA
No of 

Student
Teaching 

Staff

Non-
teaching 

staff
No of 
Staff

No of 
Block

No of 
Classroom

Average 
Students/
Classroom

Zaria 74610 914 222 1136 709 1505 50

Lere 108120 1858 525 2383 720 1549 70

Soba 95479 1951 490 2441 904 1303 74

Sub-Total- KNSZ 278209 4723 1237 5960 2333 4357 64

Birnin Gwari 66415 929 405 1334 419 1044 64

Chikun 111247 1723 300 2023 1106 1071 104

Kaduna South 34069 668 389 1057 241 1247 28

Sub-Total- KCSZ 211731 3320 1094 4414 1766 3362 63

Kajuru 38115 836 212 1060 563 949 41

Kagarko 48689 1014 491 1505 1420 1175 42

Jemaá 49594 898 239 1137 490 978 51

Sub-Total- KSSZ 136398 2748 942 3702 2473 3102 44

Total 626338 10791 3273 14076 6572 10821 58

Source: Fieldwork

The implications of this is that the classrooms are overcrowded and the facilities are 
overstressed (Table 2 and Figure 3). This finding shows that educational facilities are not 
operated under the required minimum standards of having not more than 35 students 
per classroom. 
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Age of Schools: The age of the school building is revealed as a factor to student 
achievement. It also shows that the age of building in and of itself is usually not an 
important factor in influencing student attendance or enrollment as 95% of the older 
schools have more students. This is in agreement with the findings of Earthman (2002) 
that age of school building does not affect students’ performance, but the building com-
ponents that are necessary for good student learning are usually absent in older build-
ings. Further probe exposes that students prefers newer building (bricks or block) be-
cause of poor maintenance older school buildings. The survey shows that older buildings 
usually do not have the main attributes of a modern building that are associated with a 
positive physical environment conducive to student learning. 

The older school buildings are mostly mud building 67% while newer buildings are 
blocks and bricks. The survey also reveals the urban LGAs namely Kaduna South, Je-
maá and Zaria LGAs have least numbers of mud while rural LGAs having more (Figure 
4). Many building facilities that are necessary for proper learning environments are sim-
ply absent in older buildings, but are present and functioning in new buildings. Such as 
ceiling, metal doors and windows.

Conditions of Educational Facilities: The capacity of the facilities gave a deeper un-
derstand of its conditions. The conditions were grouped the facilities into four (4) to en-
able a good coverage of all educational facilities in the area namely; classroom furniture, 
physical facilities, sanitation and health and security and sports. 

Conditions of Classroom Furniture: Zaria LGA have the highest score (3.2) in con-
ditions of classroom and closely followed by Kaduna South (2.95) and Jemaá LGA (2.9). 
Kagarko, Lere and Soba scored least in conditions of roof while Kaduna South, Zaria 
and Jemaá LGAs have leading scores of 4, 3.8 and 3.6 as shown in Figure 5. Soba LGA 

Figure 3. Government Junior Secondary School (GJSS), Romi, Chikun LGA
Source: Fieldwork (2018)
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have least scores of 2.0 for conditions of paint (Figure 6a and 6b) while Kagarko and Ka-
juru LGAs follows with 2.4 and Kaduna South LGA have the highest scores of 3.2 while 
Zaria and Jemaá LGAs closely follows with 3.0. This implies that the urban LGAs have 
roof, floored and painted classroom than rural LGAs. 

The survey further reveals that Kaduna South LGA have the highest scores of 2.8 and 
closely followed by Zaria and Jemaá LGAs with 2.7 and 2.6 on conditions of seats and 

Figure 4. Age of Educational Facilities 
Source: Fieldwork (2018)

Figure 5. Conditions of Classroom Furniture
Source: Fieldwork (2018)
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tables while same as obtained for conditions doors and windows (3.2,3.1,3.05). Howev-
er, Kaduna South LGA scored highest (3.0) on the conditions of ceiling and followed by 
Birnin Gwari LGA (2.9) then Zaria and Jemaá LGAs.

The survey also reveals that Birnin Gwari, Soba, Kajuru and Kagarko LGAs have the 
lowest scores in teaching equipment, which includes blackboard, writing and playing 
materials. This implies that classroom furniture’s are more in the urban LGAs of Ka-
duna South, Zaria and Jemaá. A further probe reveals that the doors and windows in 
some schools were replaced in June 2017 by KDSG but the students and the host com-
munity while playing football within the school have spoilt it within three months. This 
finding is in agreement with the finding of Mojela (2013) identified several factors that 
contribute to the deplorable conditions of public-school facilities in South Africa which 
includes vandalism. Kaduna South LGA have the best followed Zaria and Jemaá LGAs 
in overall conditions of classroom furniture while Lere, Soba Kajuru and Kagarko LGAs 
have poorest conditions of classroom furniture. Teaching equipment and ceilings have 
the lowest scores in condition and does require attention.

Conditions of Physical Facilities: Zaria LGA have the highest scores of 3.9 in the 
conditions of building facilities which is followed by Kaduna South LGA (3.30) and Je-
maá LGA (2.9) while Kagarko LGA is last with 2.3 followed by Soba and Birnin Gwari 
LGAs with 2.4. Zaria LGA have the highest score of 3.3 in conditions of staffroom while 
Birnin Gwari LGA have the lowest of 1.3 which is followed by Soba LGA with 1.5 (Figure 
7). Kaduna South LGA have the highest score in the conditions of store in public schools, 
which is followed by Zaria LGA with 2.5 and Soba LGA have the lowest (1.4). Lere LGA 
have the lowest scores of 1.1 in conditions of libraries which is closely followed by Soba 
LGA (1.2) and Kaduna South (2.7), Zaria (2.6) and Chikun (2.5) LGAs are the leaders. 

Kaduna South LGA have the highest score (2.8) in the conditions of laboratory in 
public schools, which is followed by Zaria LGA with 2.6 and Kajuru LGA have the least 
(1.2) followed by Kagarko LGA. The survey observes that Lere, Kagarko and Kajuru 
LGAs have worst workshop in terms of the conditions while Kaduna South and Zaria 
LGAs have better workshops in public schools. This implies that the physical facilities 
attract school aged children to schools and also lead parents to believe that education 
levels are better in such schools. This may be attributed to the reasons why there are high 
rates of dropout in public schools in rural LGAs. Kiptum (2018) concluded that good ed-

FIGURE 6a: LGEA Primary School, Ungwan 
Tudu, Soba LGA

Figure 6b: LGEA Ungwan Sarki,  
Soba LGA



92 Researches Review DGTH | 49-1, 81–98 | 2020

ucational facilities are very important for teachers and students to enjoy teaching and 
learning. 

Conditions of Sanitation and Health Facilities: Kaduna South LGA have the high-
est in the conditions of water facilities in public schools while Kajuru and Birnin Gwari 
LGAs have the lowest scores of 1.6 against 5 point for excellent conditions (Figure 8). The 
survey also reveals that Lere LGA have the least condition of toilet facilities while Kadu-
na South LGA have the highest. Further probe reveals that Lere, Soba, Kajuru, Kagarko 
and Birnin Gwari LGAs have no wash hand in their toilets.

The survey exposes that Kaduna South and Zaria LGAs have first Aid facilities but 
are not well maintained and that 85% of the drugs are expired. The survey further re-

Figure 7. Conditions of Physical Facilities
Source: Fieldwork (2018)

Figure 8. Conditions of Sanitation and Health Facilities 
Source: Fieldwork (2018)
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veals that many of the public schools located in the rural LGAs do not have drainage 
systems while Zaria LGA have the best drainage systems. These drainage systems are 
crucial for environmental control and protection. The survey further reveals that most 
primary and secondary schools (68%) lack this important facility as well as a good land-
scape, which would have help in reducing the devastating effects of erosion and flood-
ing. This is in agreement with the findings of Izobo-Martins et al. (2014). The survey 
shows that Zaria LGA have the highest in the general environment of the public schools 
while Birnin Gwari and Lere LGAs have least maintained environment.

Conditions of Security and Sport Facilities: The survey observes that Kaduna South 
LGA have highest score in fence, gate and gatehouse condition which closely followed 
by Zaria and Jemaá LGAs (Figure 9). Fence, gate and gatehouses are mostly classified as 
most important facility in security of life and properties. 

This implies that the schools are not secured and might lead to withdrawal of children 
from school. The conditions of electrical installations are very poor as 86,1% public schools 
do not have power supply. While 88.5% of the school need urgent maintenance attention 
on the existing power supply (Figure 9). Many of these public schools are not paying pow-
er bill as reported by the head teachers. This is in agreement with the findings of Izobo-
Martins et al. (2014). However, Garba and Aminu (2019) ascertained that constant power 
supply to educational facilities does improve pupils’ learning level. The survey shows that 
Lere LGA have the highest score in playground while Kagarko and Kajuru LGAs scores 
the lowest. The survey also shows that Zaria, Chikun and Kaduna South LGAs have the 
highest scores in sports facilities conditions. This may be because most schools on longer 
have annual school inter-house sports competitions. This is attributed to lacking of fund-
ing from government and economy hardship on the part of the parents.

General Conditions of Facilities: The survey shows UBE, Ungwan Dakka in Birnin 
Gwari and LGEA Primary School, Magungunain Kajuru LGA have the least condition 

Figure 9. Conditions of Security and Sport Facilities 
Source: Fieldwork (2018)
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of facilities in all the public primary school. While UBE Primary School, Rafin Yashi 
in Zaria LGA, LGEA Primary School in Kaduna South LGA and LGEA, Kufana in Ka-
juru LGA are highest scoring primary schools. This implies that urban LGAs are hav-
ing better facility conditions. The survey detects that GJSS Jukun, Kofar Jatau have the 
least score of 1.7among the Junior Secondary Schools in Zaria LGA while GJSS Gure 
scored 1.3 in Lere LGA, and JSS, Richifa in Soba LGA (1.2). Thus, JSS, Richifa in Soba 
LGA scored the least in all JSS in KSSZ. In KCSZ, Tabannni in Birnin Gwari LGA (2.0), 
GJSS Kiduna (2.3) in Chikun LGA and Namadi Sambo Junior Secondary School, Kabala 
West, Kaduna South LGA (2.8). Despite, Namadi Sambo Junior Secondary School, Ka-
bala West, Kaduna South LGA scoring in least Kaduna South LGA the analysis reveals 
that its far better than 58% of all the JSS in KCSZ.

The survey discovers that GJSS Kauru scored 1.6 which among the JSS in semi-urban 
towns. The survey reveals that Government College, Kurmin Mashi in Kaduna South 
LGA (4.5), which is closely followed by GSS Kafanchan (4.4) and GSS Doka Lere in Lere 
LGA (4.1), Barewa College, Zaria in Zaria LGA (4.1). GSS Kofar Gagan in Zaria LGA 
have the least scores of 1.4, while GSS Dinye Soba in Soba have 1.6 and GSS Randagi in 
Birnin Gwari LGA (1.7). This finding falls below the SDG 4 target to build and upgrade 
education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-
violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all (UNESCO, 2017b; 2018).

Implications of Poor Conditions of Facilities in Schools

The survey has revealed the conditions of the available facilities in public prima-
ry and secondary schools in the state. However, some of the facilities are below accept-
able standards and, in some cases, non-existent. The survey shows inadequacy of func-
tional public sanitary facilities in 13.9% of the schools and hence the open defecation is 
common in such public schools. It also discovers that 58.3% of the schools do not pro-
vide water closets for the students’ toilets but provide pit latrines and other unconven-
tional options. 

The survey discovers that the conditions of fence and gatehouse are very poor and 
only 15% of the schools with fence are in good conditions. The survey also exposes that 
the absence of fence in many schools have led to the stealing and damaging of some of 
the school’s facilities and members of the host communities use the playing ground for 
football or even hosting meeting and cultural feast. 85.6% of the schools do not have ac-
cess to water, this percentage of schools with poor access to water should be improved 
upon. This will help reduce the cases of diseases outbreak in schools and especially in 
schools in rural area. 68.4% of the head teachers agreed that the existing facilities has 
not been properly maintained and the main reason is shortening of funds.

Thirty-five percent of the available schools are less than 20 years old but the condi-
tions of the facilities are not commensurate, since some of the older schools have better 
maintained and functional facilities. The survey further exposes that the conditions of 
power supply and electrical installations is very poor in 24. 35% of the schools and 77% 
of the schools either requires urgent repairs or replacement. Further probe into finding 
the factors affecting the conditions of facilities, which reveals that attitude, lack of mon-
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itoring on the part of MOES&T, poor maintenance culture and insufficient funding of 
maintenance works in these schools are primarily responsible for the poor conditions of 
these educational facilities in Kaduna State. 

School buildings are part of a society’s asset and infrastructure, because they could 
be used for a long time. However, at age 40, most buildings start deteriorating rapid-
ly, even if all original components are replaced (Mojela 2013). This conforms with the 
findings of Izobo-Martins et al. (2014) and Mojela (2013) that user attitude, poor main-
tenance culture, no sense of ownership by stakeholders, inadequate funding and van-
dalism in these schools were observed as primary factors responsible for the poor con-
ditions of these facilities. The survey exposes that not even one school out of the 1906 
surveyed have a maintenance officer or any expert in facility management. This is in 
agreement with the findings of Zubairu (2010) that epileptically functioning of facili-
ties in the public buildings in Nigeria to poor and lack of maintenance. Most schools 
are lacking in important facilities and the existing ones are poor conditions and are not 
properly maintained.

The implications of poor conditions of facilities in public schools are the outcome 
inadequate government intervention, no sense of ownership by students and teachers, 
inadequate funding, and vandalism. This might be one of the reasons why many par-
ents prefer private schools to public school especially in urban areas. Furthermore, lack 
of maintenance, neglect, deferred maintenance and overcrowding are the other likely 
thing contributing to the poor conditions in public schools. 

Remedies to Poor Conditions of Facilities in Schools

The private sector and community leaders in conjunction with media firms should 
educate all on the need for change in user attitude and maintenance culture from stu-
dents and staff as well as residents in the host communities. There is need for quick re-
sponse from the State’s MOES&T to improve the management and maintenance of ed-
ucational facilities in the state. And this can be achieved by the implementation of the 
UNESCO’s benchmark for funding of education, which demands 26% annual budg-
et and 6% of the gross domestic product be invested in education. LGAs of Kajuru, Ka-
garko, Soba, Lere, Chikun and Brinin Gwari requires attention in fence wall, classroom, 
water, sanitation and health. Kaduna South, Lere and Kajuru LGAs require sports facil-
ities and equipment. The State government should provide sufficient funding for timely 
maintenance works in the public schools. MOES&T should engage the services of facil-
ity management firms to manage and maintenthe facilities especially in Kagarko, Kaju-
ru, Lere and Brinin Gwari LGAs. There is the need for the upgrading of existing toilets 
and building of more toilets for student (male/female) and teachers, while water should 
be provided in all the public schools in the state. 
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CONCLUSION

The conditions of educational facilities in the selected LGAs in Kaduna State has 
proven not to meet the expected minimum standards as required by Federal Ministry 
of Education Thus, the it recommends that actors in the educational sector in Kaduna 
State should carry out Annually condition assessment of schools in the state. The state 
government should also increase its funding for the management of educational facili-
ties in the public schools and building new structures. By the implication of the UNE-
SCO’s benchmark of demands 26% annual budget and 6% of the gross domestic prod-
uct be invested in education and develop a database for public schools and educational 
facilities in the state. 
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