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Abstract

The aim of the paper is comaprision at
average ages of different nationalities in
Vojvodina Province between 1971 and
1991 census.

General averages in individual groups of
communities state that this tendency will
continue and that the situation will be
stabilized only in very critical levels for
aging and birth rate. This general aver-
agesshowthatRomanians havethehigh-
est average age and Serbs the smallest,
buttheincrease ofaverageagefrom 1971
to 1991 is greatest with Serbs (4 years
and 6 months), and the smallest with Slo-
vaks (2 years and 7 months).
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asic difficulty in determining aver-
ge age of representatives of na-
tional minority or Serbs is in the
fact that after the census, the obtained
data is not divided into specific groups
denoting sex and age structure of indi-
vidual ethnic groups, but this structure
is given for individual settlements. Be-
cause the average age is calculated as
a ponder arithmetic mean from the data
about sex and age structure, the only
possibility to reach this number for a
particular ethnic group is to calculate it
for the communities where a particular
ethnic group or Serbs represent absolute
majority of population. Because that ma-
jority is never 100 % but smaller, there
is enough room for unavoidable mistake,
which is not so serious to diminish the
importance of our calculation, so we can
tolerate it.

To find out as precisely as we can the
changes of average age of the represen-
tatives of national minority or Serbs we
have done vast calculations from the sta-
tistics date from the Census 1971 and
census 1991 for 56 communities in Vo-
jvodina.

In sixteen of them Hungarians repre-
sent the absolute majority. In 1991 that
number decreased to 45 961 (85.1 %),
which then was 13.5 % of all Hungarians
in Vojvodina. In most of these communi-
ties Hungarians represent majority from
91.1 to 98.3 %. Only two communities
have majority under 90 % - Kanjiza (88.9
%) and Kupusina (89.6 %). In this case,
the communities with smaller percent-
ages of Hungarians have not been taken
into account because it would unneces-
sarily decrease the correctness of the
calculation. We think that 16 communi-
ties among which there are two cities are
sufficient to reach the necessary conclu-
sion. All details are given in Table.1.

In twelve of the mentioned commu-
nities Romanians have absolute majority.
In 1971 these communities had 17 652
citizens. In 1991 the number decreased
to 13 171 (74.6 %), which then repre-
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sented 33.9 % of all Romanians in Vojvo-
dina. In five of these communities, Roma-
nians represent between 91.4 to 98.1 %
of citizens while in other seven commu-
nities the percentages are smaller but, as
in other examples in this work, it is not
lower than 80 %. The percentage of Ro-
manians is between 80.1 and 87.6 %. All
details can be examined in table 2.

The average age of Ruthenians could
have been examined only in one com-
munity - Ruski Krstur in Kula munici-
pality, because the concentration of Ru-
thenians in all other communities is too
low to obtain any objective results.

Ruski Krstur had 5 960 citizens in
1971 and till 1991 the number decreased
to 5 636 (94.6 %), which for that year was
31.5 % of all Ruthenians in Vojvodina.
Ruthenians in that community represent
90.2 % of entire population (Table.3).

Average age of Slovaks has been in-
vestigated in 9 communities. In five of
them Slovaks represent from 90.2 to 97.2
% of population, while in other commu-
nities that percentage is between 80.8 to
87.5 %. In 1971, these communities had
41 065 citizens but in 1991 that number
decreased to 39 234 (95.5 %), which for
that year was 61.4 % of all Slovaks in Vo-
jvodina (Table.4).

Finally, in 18 communities where Ser-
bs have absolute majority the percent-
ages range from 95.4 to 99.3 %. In 1971
there were 37 526 citizens, but in 1991
it decreased to 35 348 (94.2 %), which in
that year was 3.1 % of all Serbs in Vojvo-
dina (Table.5).

If we examine all five tables we can
immediately see the following: 1) av-
erage age for all communities is above
30 years of age, and demographically it
means that the conditions for renewal
of the population are becoming worse.
Birth rate falls, but mortality increases
to a certain extent or stands on relative-
ly high level; 2) in interval of twenty
years, from 1971 to 1991, average age of
the representatives of national minori-
ties and Serbs increased drastically and
not only became closer to forty but was
above it in some cases. In Serb commu-
nities only two had average age close
or above 40 years, while the rest of the
m had lower average; 3) average age of
female population is always higher than
the average age of the entire or male
population. The reason for this is a fact
that women live a few years longer than
men doandbecause of old women thefe-
male segment is always greater in num-
ber and older than the male one.
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W shall now give a short evaluation of
the situation and progression of average
age of each national minority and Serbs,
but because of extremely large number
of data we will give a general average for
each national minorities and Serbs (it is
a ponder arithmetic mean of arithmetic
means) Where we transformed months
into corresponding decimal part of the
year and then after obtaining the result,
thefinal decimal partis transformed back
into months.

Hungarians

In sixteen communities, average age of
entire population was in 1971 from min-
ima 33 years and 4months (Utrine) to
41 years adn7 months (Majdan), and in
1991 from niminal 38 years and 7 months

(Trednjevac) to maximal 49 years and 1
month (Majdan). In some communities
thes increase is drastic, but total aver-
age shows milder situation, thus for all
16 cimmunities average age of the en-
tire population in 1971 is 37 years and
7 months, and for 1991 40 years and 3
months. The data show an increase of
average age for 2 years and 8 months for
the period of twenty years.

Romanians

In twelve communities with Romanian
majority average age of the entire pop-
ulation ranged from minimal 36 years
and 1 months (Grebenac) to maximal 39
years and 7 months (Markovac). Total
average was 38 years and 7 months in
1971, and 41 year and 10 months for

Table. 1. Fluctuations in Average Age Hungarians in Vojvodina from 1971 -1991

1991. The increase of average age in this
period was 3 years an 3 months.

Ruthenians

In Ruski Krstur, the average age of the
total population was 37 years and 4
months in 1971 and in 1991 it was 40
years and 5 monts. the increas for the
period of twenty years was 3 years and 1
month.

Slovaks

In nine communities with Slovak major-
ity, average age of total population was
from 28 years and 9 months (Lug) to 38
years and 11 months (Pivnice) in 197.
In 1991, minimum was 32 years and 5
months (Lug) and maximum 41 years

- 1971 Average Age (months and year) ‘ 1991 Average Age (months and year) Ehangg in Natoaly
Toun Muricipaly opulation Population Population Pocanage i
number 1971 Tota Male Female | number 1391 Total Male Female number 191
199171 %
Backi Vinogradi | Subotica i 356 4 368 247 10.3 3.6 A 599 9.1
Gunaro§ B.Topola 1884 3.7 34 3.1 1531 39.3 34 0.1 81.3 91.6
Jazouo (oka 1625 40.5 301 1.9 1118 164 135 19.2 68.8 95.8
Kanjiza Kanjiza 11240 i 3510 33 11541 3N 4 10.5 1027 88.9
Kupusina Apatin 3063 04 an i 2500 LR 10.0 LA 81.6 89.6
Majdan Novi Knezevac 624 11 431 1112 37 9. 16.11 5.3 62.0 91.2
Male Pijace | Kanjita 140 3 363 39 nu 40.6 33 4110 833 916
Mali Ios Mali Ido§ 6603 36 B[Nl 109 5803 3910 3.2 451 819 926
Wihajlovo Lrenjanin 1252 34 33 35 1169 10.2 397 10.8 934 934
Orom Kanjiza 2552 I3 318 an 1912 0.2 387 nn 113 941
Sajan fikinda 1982 393 3.2 10.5 1555 /A 10, 138 18.9 945
Tregnjevac Kanjiza 231 31 3210 35 2028 A7 3.6 40.10 88.0 967
Torda litste 3345 0.2 3810 1.6 2183 138 LR 15.] 65.3 915
Totovo selo Kanjiza 1073 3.6 9 363 165 4210 1.0 43.10 ni 98.3
Utrine Ada 1233 34 319 30 1143 3.2 380 10.8 921 964
Cantauir Subatica 9085 a1 3.1 30 1940 104 39 LA 814 914
Table 2. Fluctuations in Average Age Romanians in Vojvodina from 1971 -1991
1971 Average Age (months and year) 1971 Average Age (months and year) Change in Nationa
. Population Population Population sorlly
Town Municipality P P v Percentage in
number 1971 Total Male Female | number 1391 Total Male Female number 1901
199171 %
Barice Plandiste 1259 3.3 36.5 381 887 131 123 43.10 10.5 914
Vojodinci Ursac 9 388 39 306 593 129 128 1210 65.7 981
Grebenac Bela Criva 2060 3.1 350 312 1608 393 i 0.6 78.8 825
Jankov Most | Zrenjanin m R} 0.8 125 752 134 AL LR 1.0 8.1
Kustil Ursac 1416 38 B3 40.11 1082 1.5 397 131 16.4 96.6
Lokve Alibunar 3826 35 365 384 2913 120 .0 0 1.1 923
Malo Srediste | VirSac 295 3.0 3.1 39.8 161 0.3 0.1 124 508 845
Markovac UrSac 817 no 399 121 570 41 133 459 69.8 841
Mesic Ursac LAl 40.5 0.3 0.1 wm 10.5 3.0 1.0 80.5 81.6
RitiSevo Ursac 1017 384 4 39 808 nn 0.8 “n 194 84.0
Sotica \r§ac 410 31 31 40.6 &) 138 0.1 1.2 619 945
Uzdin Kovatica 1202 38 35 10 3099 ni 10.2 ;3.0 134 84.9
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: Table 3. Fluctuations in Average Age Ruthinians in Vojvodina from 1971 -1991

2 ()
N 1971 Average Age (months and year) 1971 Average Age (months and year) Change in Nation
5 - Population Population Population atonally
% Town Municipality opuia w P Percentage in
& number 1971 Total Nale Female|  numher 1991 Total Male Female | number 199171 191
%
Ruski Krstur | Kula 5960 i 39 i 5638 105 LK} nn 946 90.2
o

Table 4. Fluctuations in Average Age Slovaks in Vojvodina from 1971 -1991

‘ 1971 Average Age (months and year) _ 1971 Average Age (months and year) Change_ in Natonaliy

Toun Municialy Population Population Population Pocanage i
number 1971 Total Male Female|  number 1991 Total Male Female | number 1 991/70/] 1901

h

Batki Petrovac | Batki Petrovac 1822 3.3 364 3.1 1236 39.6 4 LR 925 g1
Glozan Batki Petrovac 2682 EIR| 36.10 381 191 0.8 390 123 929 9.2
Janosik Alibunar 1488 4 316 BEA 1225 34 34 305 2.3 95.0
fisat Novi Sad 5598 367 358 348 5850 307 184 10.01 104.5 gl
Kovatica Kovatica 1119 LN} 31 31 7426 .2 6.4 38 1043 86.1
Lug Beotin 115 89 2001 01 864 an 12 38 115 912
Padina Kovagica 6362 1 3 i 6076 3.2 3.0 35 95.5 910
Piunice Batka Palanka 5162 385 3 339 1361 [N 30 134 8.5 808
Selenta Bat 4057 LAl 310 310 3105 L] 3.1 3910 913 921

Table 5. Fluctuations in Average Age Serbs in Vojvodina from 1971 -1991

1971 Average Age (months and year) 1971 Average Age (months and year) Change in Vol

) . . ationality

Toun Muricipaly Population Population Population S—

number 1971 Total Male Fgmale |  number 1991 Total Male Female number 1901

199171 %

Bosut Srenska 1284 03 i 5 1149 17 310 0 895 913
Mitrovica

Brestai Peginci 1 35 34 311 1091 19 3] 011 913 95

Budanovci Ruma 1260 3.0 3410 3.3 1848 395 3N n 81.8 96.5

Velii Ratinci ﬁn‘?msk" 1513 311 303 37 1570 138 315 3010 1038 913
trovica

Gardinowei | Titel 163 .11 310 311 1452 03 08 1.0 3.4 959

Brgurewc ﬁn'.e"”sk“ 145 328 299 30 1919 35 3.0 3010 904 955
Itrovica

Divos Srnska 1644 N 314 4 151 37 ki i 923 957
Mitrovica

orawukowo | Ddiac 5975 303 03 33 5607 31 3 30 95 9.4

fniganin | Zrenjanin 2051 2] 05 4 il 34 11 %7 9.3 954

Mandes | 0k 1418 N3 13 321 1478 32 4 30 1042 911
Mitrovica

Maring ﬁn‘?ms'.“’ 1003 %3 i 34 363 0o 13 ng 95 9.0
trovica

Mogorin Titel 2694 37 3 300 2552 311 39 13 97 94

Nogaj ﬁﬂ’?m*ﬂ 3% 314 3510 ik 191 32 3.2 101 97 93
Itrovica

Ogar Pocinti 119 34 28 311 11 304 17 314 9.3 9.4

Rawie ﬁn'?msk" 1745 2 W 11 1587 13 04 03 0 03
trovica

Rk | Sk 1105 5 14 37 1076 377 3 112 974 955
Mitrovica

Salas Nodajski ﬁn'?‘"sk" 1829 33 35 31 1894 13 37 AL 1036 974
trovica

Stepanovicevo | Novi Sad 2188 bIAl 305 39 2000 3.8 318 399 923 949
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and 7 months (Pivnice). Average age in-
crease was 2 years and 7 months.

Serbs

Since there are many villages with Ser-
bian majority, the criterion was stricter
and only communities with percentages
above 95 % were taken into account (ex-
ceptforonevillage).In eighteen commu-
nities average age of total population var-
ied from minimal 26 years and 7 months
(Kni¢anin) to maximal 36 years and 8
months (Nocaj). In 1991 minimum was
35 years and 6 months (Ogar) and 40
years and 3 month (Gardinovci). Total
average for all 18 communities was 33
years and 7 moths in 1971, and 38 years
and 1 month in 1991. Increase in aver-
age age was 4 years and 6 months.

Conclusion

In the 56 studied communities, popu-
lation is far older than needed for nor-
mal reproduction. This property belongs
to the depopulation phase, when birth

rate drastically decreases and death rate
mildly increases or stands still on a rel-
atively high level. This was confirmed
for Slovaks and Romanians in two
outstanding studies by other authors
(Kicosev,1987 and 1991).

In 49 communities, population num-
ber on 9 to 45 %, so in addition to death
rate it is justified to assume high level of
immigration (this overcomes the scope
of our research). In the studied commu-
nities there are seven (among which two
cities) which show increase in popula-
tion between 1971 and 1991, and still
record high level of average age. They
are as follows: Kanjiza (102.7), Kisac
(104.5), Kovacica (104.3), Lug (11.5), Ve-
liki Radinci (103.8), Mandelos (104.2)
and Salas Nocajski (103.6). In these com-
munities, the minimal average age was
28 years and 9 months (Lug), and maxi-
mal 37 years and 1 month (Kanjiza) in
1971. In 1991, minimum was 32 years
and 11 months (Lug) and maximum 39
years and 7 months (Kisac). This clear-
ly shows that birth rate extremely de-
creased.
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