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Abstract

Over the past few years, there has been intensified research about active tourism development in the 
area of Fruška Gora National Park and its impact on economic and business development, namely, po-
tential development of certain economic categories within the given area and the gravitating area of 
the national park. Based on this, the main hypothesis has been formulated. It explains that more inten-
sive development of tourism trends (for which favourable preconditions exist) in Fruška Gora National 
Park have positive impact on the overall economic development of the gravitation zone, which includes 
the area of the city of Novi Sad (Serbia). The primary goal of this study was to investigate the attitudes 
of respondents about Fruška Gora National Park as a tourism resource suitable for development of ac-
tive tourism, and to show existing and potential impacts of the economic categories. The survey was 
conducted in prominent cycling, hiking and equestrian clubs in the city of Novi Sad, and on a random 
sample of the residents of Novi Sad (the sample of 303 respondents). The data were processed with the 
SPSS program (version 17.0). To determine the frequency of specific deviations chi-square test was used.
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Introduction
In the comprehensive economic development tour-
ism is recognized as an important economic activity, 
an important export product and engine for growth 
of overall economic development. Its important pro-
pulsive and integrative character and role of multi-
plier, inductor and accelerator of global economic 
trends have been reduced to a minimum in Vojvo-
dina, which seems to be a huge misconception, since   
tourism in this area can make a major contribution to 
overall economic development. The previous develop-
ment of tourism in the region was affected by overall 
socio-economic development in Serbia. There are as-
sumptions that the intensive tourism development (all 
tourism products) in Fruška Gora National Park may 

induce positive impact through a series of direct and 
indirect economic changes within certain categories 
(Sterrer, 1993; Gajić, 2010; Gajić, Ivkov, 2010), not only 
in the area observed but also within the whole grav-
itating area, in this case, city of Novi Sad. This is the 
starting point in the design of the main hypotheses. It 
has been found that there are preconditions to turn 
this area into a large-scale tourism development, and 
thus achieve visible economic effects. Advantageous 
geographical position with morphological, hydrolog-
ical, climatological, biogeographical and anthropo-
geographical values are important for the develop-
ment of tourism. However, the number of tourists and 
their overnight stays, foreign tourist especially, and 
achieved economic and social effects of tourism, sug-
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gest that all these benefits are underused (Van Den 
Bergh, 1993; Lee, Chang, 2008; Nunkoo, Smith, 2013). 
However, the right way to escape anonymity and to 
launch a permanent massification of tourism supply 
with the aim of prosperous business and economic de-
velopment has not been found yet. The authors esti-
mate that sports and recreational tourism are actually 
associations for the development of tourism in Fruška 
Gora National Park. Other forms of tourism are min-
imally represented. Assuming the interest in this form 
of tourism in Fruška Gora National Park, the authors 
have investigated the real percentage of tourist traf-
fic, and the percentage of satisfaction with all seg-
ments of tourism that may be crucial for the devel-
opment of this type of tourist movement, and finally 
the data on the total tourist turnover with certain as-
sumption that point out to the economic development 
of that area and the dispersion area of the city of Novi 
Sad. In this sense, the primary goal of the study was 
to indicate the current status, in the best way possi-
ble, and the possible effects that active development of 
special forms of tourism trends would have in Fruška 
Gora National Park. The purpose of this paper is that 
the observed connectivity is utilised for production 
of specific innovative projects that would develop 
the system of internal and cross-border partnerships 
(Barnett, 2004; Vujko, Plavša, 2014; Vujko, Gajić, 2014) 
that would contribute to sustainable development 
(Hohl, Tisdell, 1995; King, Slesser, 1995; Mihalic, 2000; 
Andereck, Nyaupane, 2011; Bramwell, 2011), encourag-
ing entrepreneurship and a growing number of users 
in tourism (Nunkoo, Ramkissoon, 2011; Vujko, 2012; 
Nunkoo, Gursoy, 2012; Nunkoo, Ramkissoon, 2012). 
For the purposes of this research, a survey was used as 
a method, whereby 350 questionnaires were distribut-
ed and 303 of them were analyzed. This analysis leads 
to the confirmation of the given hypothesis and refu-
tation of other hypotheses. The SPSS program, version 
17.0, and T-square test were used. In addition to the re-
search data, the authors used the available statistical 
and other secondary documentation.

Literature review
To determine the level of development of tourism in 
each region, it is necessary to observe the mentioned 
rational and irrational factors (Riera-Font, 2000), 
which represent a demanding and full survey re-
search, pertaining to both economic and social sci-
ences. What we have primarily explored is based on 
the existing development of infrastructure and de-
velopment of tourism industry in Fruška Gora Na-
tional Park. These factors will continue providing a 
positive economic effect, referring to certain indica-
tors of development. Tourism products from these 

regions were perceived as part of the regional tour-
ism offer of the national park. They represent the ul-
timate result of interrelated and coordinated proce-
dures and related harmonized procedures inside of 
which they already perform quantitative and quali-
tative transformation of the tourism resources of the 
area to its tourist value; in fact, in its regional tour-
ism supply, and then in general tourist product. Fac-
tors that are not in the chain factors of regional tour-
ism supply or in the general tourism product are not 
under the influence of tourism policy measures. Most 
theorists who deal with themes of tourism develop-
ment in the form of massive and thematic forms of 
tourism trends, point out that this development is 
in favour of regional (business and economic) devel-
opment (Richi, Hall, 1999, Hayward, 2001, Hudson, 
2003; Weed, Bull, 2004; Torkildsen 2005, Weed, 2008; 
Matthew, 2009, Downward, et al, 2009, Vujko, Plavša, 
2010; Vujko, 2011; Morakabati, et al, 2012). According 
to research conducted in UK (Weed, Bull, 2004; Weed, 
2008) and Serbia (Vujko, 2011; Vujko, 2012) it can be 
seen that the respondents in sport and recreational 
tourism, picnic tourism and excursion tourism, spent 
most on thematic maps and guides, accommodation, 
and specialized service tasks. This is particularly in-
teresting because it is possible to come to the conclu-
sion that the investment in material base of tourism 
will soon pay off. Development of sports and recrea-
tional tourism in the national park would have long-
term positive economic effects. These effects would 
greatly contribute to the revival of rural areas in the 
region and encourage the economic development of 
the city of Novi Sad. Sports and recreational tourists 
are not just accidental tourists. They enjoy the offered 
experience and are always gladly back in destinations 
where their needs have been satisfied. Benefits from 
the development of sports and recreational tourism 
would be more far-reaching than they are now, and 
natural and cultural resources would be equally de-
veloped (Standeven, Knop, 1999; Cutumisu, Cottrell, 
2004; Vujko, 2012). Primarily, it would also mean the 
development of Fruška Gora National Park and its 
dispersion area. Tourism can contribute to achieving 
the objectives of development policy (balance in eco-
nomic relations, increasing employment, regional de-
velopment, etc.), but only if the choice of measures to 
guide development of tourism are not neglected phas-
es of economic development, legal development and 
particularity of this activity, demand, quality factors 
and the development costs of such a policy. Otherwise 
the growth of tourism in quantitative terms may in-
dicate the achievement of the objectives of develop-
ment policy, and does not contribute to the overall 
stabilization of the economy (Blake, et al, 2006; Be-
sana, Bagnasco, 2014). Tourism only in interdepend-
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ence and in line with the level of development of oth-
er activities can generate optimal results (Blake, et al, 
2006; Lee, Chang, 2008). This is very important be-
cause the current orientation of the industrialization 
neglects not only industrial production orientation 
to the tourist market and building material basis for 
catering, tourism development, but more important-
ly, for agriculture, transport and other infrastructure, 
especially in tourist areas. Tourism as an economic 
activity becomes more and more important place in 
the economy, and is characterized by the addition of 
direct and indirect impact of development on a num-
ber of other industries (Vujko, Gajić, 2014). This gives 
rise to difficulties in precise determination of its ac-
tual contribution to the economic and social devel-
opment. However, inadequate evaluation of natural 
and anthropogenic values, poor economic structure, 
and inadequate infrastructure construction slow the 
growth of tourism. Tourism is defined as part of the 
national economy that supplies the tourists who visit 
the site outside the place of work and residence. This 
sector undoubtedly contributes to the economic de-
velopment of the country, but also breaks the nega-
tive image that foreign tourists have about Serbia (Vu-
jko, Gajić, 2014). However, what differentiates tourism 
from other economic activities is that it never appears 
as an independent activity, and there is no possibili-
ty for the determination of the tourism industry as a 
separate and independent entity. As a result of tour-
ist spending in a particular destination, there is the 
impact of tourism on the economy (Nunkoo, Ram-
kissoon, 2012). First, it is necessary to point out the 
direct and indirect effects, but what should not be left 
out is the fact that there are the multiplier effects of 
tourism. Direct impact is the impact which is notice-
able in the social product and national income of spe-
cific countries because tourism can be considered as 
their creator. In addition, tourism entails the devel-
opment of other industries and activities such as ca-
tering, trade, transportation, sports and other. An 
important role of this activity is the increased engage-
ment of the working age population of all structures, 
since workforce is hired in other activities related to 
tourism. 

Research methodology
The research was a combination of quantitative meth-
ods (statistics and web analysis) and qualitative meth-
ods (interviews, discussion and written documents). 
Bibliographic speculative was used in the phase of 
defining the theoretical framework, and descriptive 
method for data processing and results interpreta-
tion. The first part of the paper is the field research 
and data collection by direct examination conducted 

in three cycling clubs from the city of Novi Sad (“Vo-
jvodina”, “Elite” and “Velo”), two mountaineering 
associations from the city of Novi Sad (“Železničar” 
and “Poštar”), the equestrian club “Petras” in Petro-
varadin, and among accidental tourists. The research 
was a part of a project that was conducted in order 
to test the hypothesis that Fruška Gora National Park 
has the resources to develop certain forms of tourism 
trends. The questionnaire was made   in 350 copies, and 
the sample of 303 respondents was divided into four 
groups: cyclists, hikers, off-road riders and acciden-
tal tourists. The survey was conducted between May 
and August 2014, and the questionnaire consisted of 
30 questions grouped into independent and depend-
ent variables. Independent variable is a group of ques-
tions that are related to gender, family status and age 
structure. In the second part of the data processing 
and analysis of the dependent variables were complet-
ed. The variables reflect the opinion of the respond-
ents about the advantage of a particular form of ac-
tivity, as well as satisfaction with the quality of the 
current situation. The assessment of the current situ-
ation and possibilities of tourism impact on the eco-
nomic development of that area resulted in another 
field survey and analyses were carried out on the basis 
of data obtained from Statistical Office of the Republic 
of Serbia. However, there is still no “unique registra-
tion of tourism operations” in Serbia about the num-
ber of tourists and overnight stays in various facilities 
in Fruška Gora National Park, the data are based on 
subjective evaluations of service providers about sur-
veyed visitors and they are relatively approximate to 
the real values. The obtained data were analyzed by 
appropriate statistical methods, both descriptive and 
comparative, enabling the explication of the research 
results and drawing certain conclusions. One form of 
the analysis of the data was the chi-square test (Pear-
son Chi-Square Test). It was used to determine wheth-
er a received (observed) frequency (responses), devi-
ate from the frequencies that were expected. This test 
aimed to check if there is a connection among these 
four groups of respondents and the probability of con-
nection. In practice we always start from the prem-
ise that there are certain values   of the difference in re-
sponses. In order to detect differences in the responses 
measured on the basis of statistically significant dif-
ferences in the distribution of the dependent varia-
ble in relation to independent, and statistically signif-
icant differences those for which p <0, 05 are taken. 
The study started from the main hypothesis H: inten-
sive development of tourism trends (for which the pre-
conditions exist) in Fruška Gora National Park posi-
tively affect the overall economic development of the 
dispersion zone, which includes the area of Novi Sad. 
Under this hypothesis certain lower-level hypothe-
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ses were set: h1 - there is interest in a number of ac-
tivities that are practiced as part of the tourism offer 
in Fruška Gora National Park; h2 - the national park 
area is suitable for the development of special interest 
tourism, for which the preconditions exist, h3 - there 
are all the conditions provided for active tourism de-
velopment in the national park; h4 - tourists, name-
ly the respondents of sports and recreational forms of 
motion are satisfied with all aspects of supply that is 
available to them and the need for this type of move-
ment, h5 - tourism has a positive effect on certain eco-
nomic categories; h6 - tourism development in the 
national park is a prerequisite for increasing tourist 
traffic in dispersion zone i.e. the city of Novi Sad. 

Results and discussion
Out of the 350 questionnaires, 303 were analysed, 
which makes a fairly representative sample. The re-
spondents in the survey (Table 1) were visitors to 
the national park in the following structure: cyclists 
(22.8%), hikers (16.6%), off-road riders (14.2%), and ac-
cidental tourists (45.4%). Regarding the age structure 
of the visitors, the survey included 56.6% of male and 
43.4% of female population. The largest percentage of 
them 59.6% was in the age group 25-35, followed by 
14.4% in the age group 16-25, and the lowest percent-
age of the respondents in the age group 35-45 (4.1%), 
followed by those aged 15 (4.8%), and over 56 ( 9.6%). 

The results showed that all the respondents an-
swered that the national park is a suitable area for de-

velopment of sports and recreational tourism (Table 
2). Out of the total number of respondents of all struc-
tures, 35.8% responded that the national park is suita-
ble for the development of all activities, and 25.3% that 
the national park is the most suitable for the devel-
opment of hiking, followed by 21.5% of those who re-
sponded that the national park is suitable for the de-
velopment of cycling, and 16.7% for the development 
of horseback riding. Likewise, the fact is that in the 
beginning it showed that there are tendencies of mas-
sive development of sports and recreational tourism 
and there were only 0.7% of those who believed that 
this National Park is not conducive to the develop-
ment of any of these activities. After examining the 
same table it can be concluded that there is a statisti-
cally significant difference in responses, which is p = 
0.000. By analyzing this data it can be concluded that 
the cause is found in the subjective difference of sub-
jects. In fact, some groups provided answers accord-

Table 1. Sample structure

 Frequencies % 

Valid 
data

Cyclists 69 22.8

Hikers 50 16.6

Off-road Riders 43 14.2

Accidental tourists 137 45.4

Total 299 99.0

Missing 3 1.0

Total 302 100

 Source: authors research

Figure 1. The observed area in the eastern and central parts of the Fruška Gora National Park.
Source: base Geokarta – adapted by А. Vujko
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ing to their preferences (e.g. cyclists mostly responded 
that the national park is a suitable space for the de-
velopment of cycling, hikers for hiking and horseback 
riders for off-road riding). The analysis of the data 
confirmed hypothesis 2 (h2), which states that Fruška 
Gora National Park is an area suitable for the develop-
ment of certain activities. 

The results presented in Table 3 show the period 
of time that respondents spent in the national park. 
This issue is important for two reasons: because it im-
plies the knowledge of the area and because the re-
spondents confirmed their “affiliation” to the national 
park and the area for the weekend excursion tourism. 
There is the highest percentage of those who occasion-
ally come to this region (75.6%), whereas there is the 
smallest percentage of those who visit it daily (only 
10.7%). After examining the same table it can be con-
cluded that there is a statistically significant difference 
in responses, which is p = 0.000.

After examining the Table 4 it can be concluded 
that the majority of respondents declared dissatisfac-
tion with the existing tourism infrastructure and ma-
terial base. According to the obtained results, the hy-
pothesis 4 (h4) is totally refuted, which states that the 
respondents are satisfied with all segments of sup-
ply that are provided for their activities. The results 
were surprisingly negative. Specifically, 93.2% of them 
were completely dissatisfied with the offer of accom-
modation, the existing signalling pathways provided 
for their activities (only 6.8% of satisfied respondents). 
On that occasion, the responses of different respond-
ent structures do not differ to a great extent, so a sta-
tistically significant difference was not noticed. In or-
der to obtain a clearer picture of the shortcomings of 
the quality of tourism infrastructure and tourism su-
perstructure, the respondents were asked about the 
disadvantages. 

Table 2. Features of Fruška Gora National Park for certain activities

 Bicycling Mountaineering Riding All None of the above Total 

Cyclists 
20 28 10 10 0 68

6.8% 9.6% 3.4% 3.4% 0% 23.2%

Hikers 
15 24 2 7 0 48

5.1% 8.2% 0.7% 2.4% 0% 16.4%

Off-road Riders 
7 8 23 2 0 40

2.4% 2.7% 7.8% 0.7% 0% 13.7%

Accidental 
tourists 

21 14 14 86 2 137

7.2% 4.8% 4.8% 29.4% 0.7% 46.8%

Total 
63 74 49 105 2 293

21.5% 25.3% 16.7% 35.8% 0.7% 100.0%

Pearson Chi-Square Test
Value df Statistical significance (p) 

141.070 12 0.000 

Source: authors research

Table 3. Time that respondents spent in the National Park

 Periodically Every Day When I have time Often Total 

Cyclists 
21 4 17 25 67

7.2% 1.4% 5.8% 8.6% 23.0%

Hikers 
28 2 11 8 49

9.6% 0.7% 3.8% 2.7% 16.8%

Off-road riders 
18 4 13 5 40

6.2% 1.4% 4.5% 1.7% 13.7%

Accidental tourist 
75 21 37 2 135

25.8% 7.2% 12.7% 0.7% 46.4%

Total 
142 31 78 40 291

48.8% 10.7% 26.8% 13.7% 100%

Pearson Chi-Square Test 
Value df Statistical significance (p) 

55.720 9 0.000 

Source: authors research
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Table 5 shows the largest gap in the opinion of re-
spondents: no marked trails and lack of adequate sig-
nage (22.2%). Improving the quality of tourist supply 
of the given area is the future of its development. Pri-
marily, the focus was on the reconstruction and ren-
ovation of restaurants, and building of the new ones 
(which has already started, but mainly in the area of 
Novi Sad) based on international standards and reg-
ulations. Moreover, the introduction of new technol-
ogies in serving and reservations, the introduction of 
standards for travel agencies and other tour operators, 
etc. Tourism contributes significantly to diminishing 
global disturbances for the national economy. The re-
spondents were also dissatisfied with the offer of the-
matic maps and guides that are essential to their activ-
ities; 19.5% of them pointed out the lack of this segment 

as well. Overall 10.8% of respondents considered the 
accommodation facilities inadequate in the current 
offer. Also, there were respondents who pointed out 
the need of investing in info centres, service stations 
and stops (13.8%), whereas 15.8% of them considered 
that transportation and rental equipment should im-
prove. After examining the same table it can be con-
cluded that there is a statistically significant difference 
in responses, which is p = 0.000. Thus, there is the 
evidence that interest in certain tourist movement in 
Fruška Gora National Park exists to some extent, but 
there are a few conditions that would fully meet all 
their needs (thus confirming hypothesis h1 and dis-
confirming hypothesis h3).

The next step in the paper is to observe to what 
extent this form of tourism may be directly or indi-

Table 4. Satisfaction with the quality of existing roads, signs and accommodation capacity

 Yes No I do not know Total 

Cyclists 1 66 1 68

0.3% 22.4% 0.3% 23.1%

Hikers 1 39 7 47

0.3% 13.3% 2.4% 16%

Off-road riders 11 24 7 42

3.7% 8.2% 2.4% 14.3%

Accidental tourists 7 67 63 137

2.4% 22.8% 21.4% 46.6%

Total 20 196 78 294

6.8% 66.7% 26.5% 100%

Pearson Chi-Square 
Test 

Value df Statistical significance (p) 

88.069 6 0.000

Source: authors research

Table 5. Disadvantages of the National Park as convenient and attractive destination for sports and recreational tourism

 
Marked 

trails and 
tourist signs 

Thematic 
maps and 

guides 

Specialized 
accommodation 

facilities 

Information 
centres and other 
service stations 

and stops 

Ability to 
transport 

equipment 
and rental 

All of the 
above 

Total 

Cyclists 
23 21 4 3 11 6 68

7.7% 7.1% 1.3% 1.0% 3.7% 2.0% 22.9%

Hikers 
16 11 5 5 4 9 50

5.4% 3.7% 1.7% 1.7% 1.3% 3.0% 16.8%

Off-road 
riders 

1 6 6 6 7 16 42

0.3% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.4% 5.4% 14.1%

Accidental 
tourists 

26 20 17 27 25 22 137

8.8% 6.7% 5.7% 9.1% 8.4% 7.4% 46.1%

Total 
66 58 32 41 47 53 297

22.2% 19.5% 10.8% 13.8% 15.8% 17.8% 100%

Pearson Chi-Square Test 
Value df Statistical significance (p) 

47.460 15 0.000

Source: authors research
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rectly affecting certain economic segments (h5) and 
to what extent the development of tourism in Fruška 
Gora National Park could have an impact on tour-
ism operations in Novi Sad (h6). Most visited destina-
tions in Fruška Gora National Park between 2013 and 
2015 were Iriški venac and Irig. Bearing in mind that 
there are no data on the structure of sports tourists, 
the current data received could be only partially uti-
lized, which means that without official data (a key is-
sue of registered tourists visit), but owing to the char-
acteristics of the destination and the structure of the 
site, it may be assumed that for some tourists sports 
and recreational activities were important. The devel-
opment of sports and recreational tourism, in addi-
tion to direct economic impact in the National Park, 
also includes indirect impact. The expansion of sup-
ply would affect the arrangement of space for relax-
ation purposes and provision of sanitary and cater-
ing services that would enable the opening of many 
jobs and yield benefits for the local population (Bar-
nett, 2004). The expected benefits of such a system of 
cycle paths would be the utilisation of these paths for 
other, complementary forms of tourism. Furthermore, 
the networking would imply continuous development 
of the whole area (particularly the connections with 
the Republic of Croatia and the continuation of cy-
cle paths in Vukovar-Srem county and Osijek-Baran-
ja county), and the connection to the network of cycle 
paths (Croatia, Slovenia, Hungary, Austria), would re-
sult in European cycling transversal that would create 
other tourist products (Barnett, 2004; Vujko, Plavša, 
2011; Vujko, Gajić, 2014). This information confirms 
the hypothesis h5. According to its character tourism 
falls within the group of activities with the perma-
nent basis that allows immediate engagement of the 
working age population from all social, age and sex 
groups, and with various levels education. The poly-
valent character of tourism services opens a wide 
scope for further employment of the whole range of 
other economic and non-economic activities, so that 
the effect of tourism as a factor in employment is re-
flected in the numerous segments of social, economic 
and social structures. When the number of employees 
in the tourism sector (hotel and catering) in Vojvodi-
na is added to all those who participate in other ac-

Table 6. Registered tourists in Fruška Gora National Park 
(2013 – 2015)

Year 2013. Tourist arrivals Overnight stays

January 1,082 5,101

February 1,252 5,400

March 1,348 5,783

April 1,741 6,543

May 1,563 7,731

June 1,502 7,456

July 1,535 8,379

August 1,686 8,591

September 1,352 7,229

October 1,154 6,455

November 1,251 5,379

December 1,120 2,931

Year 2014. Tourist arrivals Overnight stays

January 900 3,688

February 961 3,979

March 1,084 4,433

April 1,115 4,529

May 1,184 5,805

June 1,263 5,342

July 1,202 6,153

August 1,566 6,638

September 1,237 6,362

October 1,233 4,838

November 1,384 4,391

December 1,352 3,586

Year 2015. Tourist arrivals Overnight stays

January 1,127 3,474

February 1,022 3,679

March 1,153 4,460

April 1,279 3,166

May 1,669 5,465

June 1,514 6,666

July 1,599 6,604

August 1,914 8,268

September 1,652 6,412

October 1,748 5,636

November 1,716 5,215

December - -

Source: The National Bureau of Statistics, 2016. 

Table 7. Employment in legal entities in the tourism sector in the city of Novi Sad in 2015

The tourism sector Number of employees

Accommodation and food 4630

Arts, entertainment and recreation 3485

Activities of travel agents, tour operators, reservation services and other services 2899

Total: 11014

Source: The National Bureau of Statistics, 2016
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tivities either partially or completely - in providing 
various kinds of tourist services (and thus obtain per-
sonal earnings) only then there will be an insight into 
the overall effects of development tourism on employ-
ment of the population. This should join the so-called 
cottage industry based on accommodation and food, 
and also existentially related to tourism as a source 
of income. However, in the city of Novi Sad, employ-
ment in tourism now is relatively on a low level com-
pared to other sectors. Tourism engagement of the 
Province of Vojvodina has been on unsatisfactory lev-
el, and so there is no impression that tourism is among 
primary sectors, although it has been mentioned in 
the plans of development. The data in Table 7 indi-
cate the percentage of the population employment in 
the tourism sector and general services. It is observed 
that the expenditure on the development of tourism 
in Fruška Gora National Park is minimal, and there is 
no significant impact on the development of the econ-
omy of Novi Sad. The interests are recognized, but 
they require substantial investment in infrastructure 
as part of tourism, and overall system management 
and marketing in order to achieve significant results. 
Given the current situation and the results that have 
been reached regarding the turnover, it appears that 
the hypothesis h6 is actually partially true, and that 
there is a possibility that the development of tourism 
in Fruška Gora National Park may influence the tour-
ism of Novi Sad, and vice versa. The tourism industry 
in relation to the main focus of instability (balance 
of payments, inflation, employment, investment, gen-
eral consumption, weak economic structure, regional 
development) seems very positive. Stabilization effect 
of tourism is determined by the following goals: con-
tribution to achieving and maintaining employment 
rates, reducing regional disparities in economic de-
velopment, taking advantage of positive trends in the 
movement of tourism demand and tourist spending, 
etc. Unfortunately, the changes in the last decade led 
to negative effects. It has already been said that this re-
gion has never had features of active tourism, but its 
tourist value puts it in high correlation with a grow-
ing trend of individualization of foreign and domestic 
tourism demand. 

Conclusion
For the purposes of the research, the authors con-
ducted a survey in the area of   Fruška Gora National 
Park. The starting points were assumptions, or more 
precisely, certain hypotheses and sub-hypotheses 
that should be proved or disproved. The assumption 
is that the active development of tourism in the area 
of Fruška Gora National Park may affect the devel-
opment of its dispersion zone (in this case, Novi Sad), 

and there will also be tangible impacts on the busi-
ness or economic development of a given area. In ad-
dition to these findings, the authors have used statis-
tical and other information, as well as other available 
documents. Based on the research there is some infor-
mation about the current development of sports and 
recreational tourism in Fruška Gora National Park. 
This is potentially the most important aspect of tour-
ism trends in this area because of all the conditions, 
but not the only one. Therefore, the present study in-
cluded mostly sports and leisure tourists. Based on 
the analysis of survey data confirmed the hypothe-
sis (H) in the part that speaks to large-scale tourism 
development lead to an improvement in the over-
all regional economic and business development. For 
now, this influence is minimal, although it is estab-
lished that there is interest in the development of cer-
tain types of activities in Fruška Gora National Park, 
where all adequate conditions for their popularization 
have been provided. The visitors who were surveyed 
were dissatisfied with the accommodation, the qual-
ity of roads and signs. Unfortunately, the percentage 
of those dissatisfied varied in the ratio of 94.5% link-
ing all the surveyed structures. The respondents were 
also asked about the disadvantages that need to be 
removed in the near future or at least mitigated to a 
certain extent, and these deficiencies were related to 
the marked trails, thematic maps, guides, transpor-
tation equipment and rental equipment, service sta-
tions and stops. In all these segments of supply that 
are essential for the development of sport and recre-
ation great disadvantages are noticed, ranging from 
the highest percentage of employees in the hospitali-
ty industry, and slightly lower in travel intermediary 
activities. It could also be inferred that the percentage 
of investments and investment funds had a low prior-
ity in other industries, in which tourism is correlated, 
and this can be seen in the fact that tourism constant-
ly invests its funds in its own development. It is im-
portant to emphasize that there are minimal effects of 
internal tourism in Vojvodina. Given that tourism de-
velopment can be viewed as a planned, conscious and 
continuous activity (Riera-Font, 2000), then the de-
velopment of tourism in Fruška Gora National Park is 
nothing more than the guiding of spatial distribution 
of relevant investment or corresponding spatial struc-
ture in which or with which there will be sports and 
recreational tourism in Fruška Gora National Park. 
Bearing all this in mind, we might be able to agree 
that modern tourism development, in general, ap-
proaches the economic and social planning, although 
this is not an easy task and requires a completely con-
tinuous research. The present level of development of 
tourist infrastructure networks and recreational and 
other facilities in Fruška Gora National Park, gen-
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erally speaking, is not in accordance with the possi-
bilities that this national park can give. The existing 
programmes and facilities do not provide developed 
forms of tourism supply. Unfortunately, this leads to 
the conclusion that, generally speaking, the current 
promotion of Fruška Gora National Park is not pre-
sent enough (Vujko, Plavša, 2010; Vujko, 2011; Vujko, 
2012; Vujko, Plavša, 2014). When resources are con-
cerned, the most important issue for tourism would 
be to determine the location of paths, their mapping, 
determination of their carrying capacity (Papageor-
giou, Brotherton, 1999; Prato, 2001, 2009), evaluation 
and hierarchisation of resources according to their 
value and importance of tourism when it comes to 
recreation (resource of international, national, region-
al or local significance), (Stanev, 1976; Ritchie, Crouch, 
2000). In line with global trends, it is important to ap-
ply the positive experiences of those who for a long 
time have been dealing with sports and recreational 
tourism and its importance for the development of re-
gional tourism. All basic outputs of the current state 
of tourism business must be within the framework of 
a very serious effort to integrate tourism into broader 
economic trends and processes, with a strong system-
atic and stimulating social support, much higher than 
now. Starting from the experience of the past devel-
opment and tourism, as well as from some of the es-
sential elements of development, it can be confidently 
argued that tourism (domestic and foreign) has devel-
oped strongly, not only as an economic activity, but it 
had a certain impact on the overall economic flows. A 
large part of these implications undoubtedly reflected 
the positive trends in the national economy (balance 
of payments, employment, balanced regional develop-
ment), and the negative consequences of (ineffective 
investment, low productivity of factors of production, 
endangering the natural resources and ecological bal-
ance), but they did not affect the development and sta-
bility of the overall economy of the country. These 
positive and negative implications occurred within 
extensive conditions, spontaneous, and not sufficient-
ly planned tourism development. The factor which de-
pends mostly on the further development of tourism 
is investing in the development of tourism. This area 
of   investment incentives in supply should be subordi-
nated to removing the disparities and limits - raising 
the qualitative level of supply and raising the repro-
ductive capabilities of the tourism industry as repair 
complex. The transfer from accumulation from oth-
er industries and areas of tourism development on 
the basis of the so-called foreign interest is complicat-
ed by the strong short-term interests. The long-term 
economic interest of the economy beyond tourism to 
invest in its development is to increase the income-
based expansion of the market, creating a reproduc-

tive unit, a reduction of some specific types of costs or 
raise the productivity of factors of production. Stabili-
zation goals are focused not only on further economic 
growth, but also on the quality of that growth. Such a 
development can not rely only on new investment and 
employment, but should devote more attention to the 
productivity of factors of production and economic 
efficiency and economic relations with foreign coun-
tries. Qualitative changes are not possible without a 
change in the sources of economic growth. Tourism 
development in addition to its contribution to faster 
economic growth causes qualitative changes in oth-
er sectors. Reaching the right position in the tourism 
market in Europe and elsewhere is very difficult espe-
cially in the time of political and economic instabili-
ty in the country. By the number of beds, number of 
visits and overnight stays (Gajić, 2010; Gajić and Ivk-
ov, 2010), Vojvodina is still at the level of the 1960s or 
1970s. It is often said that the right way to achieve suc-
cess in tourism and move closer to Europe is to review 
the status of the past, learn from experience, create 
positive elements and eliminate limiting factors.
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