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“Pannonian Island” is a distinctive reflection of the geological evolution. The Petro-
varadin’s rock is the northernmost part of the Fruška Gora Mountain. During the 
last glacial period, in time of the first evidence of the human occupation, high rocky 
cliffs were ideal shelter for the Paleolithic people. Due to a unique strategic position 
area of the present Petrovaradin fortress was permanently occupied, which yield-
ed the archaeological remains dating from different periods. The Petrovaradin for-
tress has a very rich history and a symbolic meaning not only for local community 
but also for tourists from Austria and Hungary. It is now world famous as a place on 
which many music festivals are organized. 
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Some of the processes which still shape the surface of our planet and add to the 
wealth of our geoheritage were also important in the initial stage of formation of 
the Earth. Thus, in this lecture, and astrophysical overview of the current accepted 
models of the Solar System and Earth formation will be presented. How did the So-
lar System come to be? Why is the Earth so similar to the inner planets like Venus 
and Mercury, and so different from the outer ones like Jupiter and Saturn? Where 
did the Earth’s life sustaining water and atmosphere come from? Why are we so 
special and what plan does the Universe have for us? These are just some of the 
questions that will be discussed in this lecture. Special emphasis will be placed on 
the still relevant processes such as meteor exposure, volcanic activity etc. 
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