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in the architecture of that kind. The visiting tourists have an excellent opportunity 
to find the treasure of the nearest surroundings in the form of boulders dragged by 
the Scandinavian ice-sheet in the Upper Pleistocene (20 ka BP and 15 ka BP).

Wise promotion respecting the due care for the objects, which are part of the 
cultural heritage of the region, makes reference to nowadays universally expected 
objectives of the human natural environment protection.

Therefore the issues brought up in this paper join in the present-day research 
currents in Earth sciences that is in the interdisciplinary scientific approach to the 
question. Since the essential activity areas are: on the one hand comprehensive ge-
ological reconnaissance of the stone objects that make the cultural heritage of the 
region and on the other and protection of these characteristic geological reserves of 
the Pleistocene glacial deposition.

The presented problem is new in Poland. It creates very direct and extensive 
connection between the research onto indicator erratics and the promotion of en-
vironmental protection. It also attracts attention to the distant transport of rocks 
from Scandinavia by the powers of nature as well as to the acquisition of building 
material in the nearby fields and forests namely to the impoverishment of the hu-
man beings and natural environment. Thanks to the above the question refers to 
the interdisciplinary research which is energetically demanded in natural sciences 
and makes use of the achievements of geology and sozology. This innovatory solu-
tion will be complemented with considering the architectonic theme of the histori-
cal stone buildings of north-western Poland. Altogether that will make a long-last-
ing contribution to Polish science.
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Tourism industry has long been regarded as one of the pillars of Hong Kong’s econ-
omy. In recent years, Hong Kong Tourism Board has attempted various strategies in 
order to enhance the city’s tourism appeal, in addition to the conventional tourist 
attractions. One of these strategies is to develop ecotourism, as Hong Kong boasts 
a unique green landscape of country parks and marine parks which cover up to 65% 
of the whole territory even though the city is well-know as one of the most densely 
populated urban centres in the world. In light of this, this paper will assess a couple 
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of ecotourism practices in Hong Kong, particularly regarding the extent to which 
the practices have or have not met the international criteria of ecotourism. In the 
process, ecotourism is first defined in the local context and, secondly; brief intro-
ductions will be given to the specific cases in point. Finally, the results of the assess-
ments will be discussed. In conclusion, findings on whether these practices are con-
sistent with ecotourism principles are summarized, with regard to how ecotourism 
should be sustainably operated in the specific local context of Hong Kong.
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In a comprehensive manner, this paper presents the geomorphological natural her-
itage in Slovenia. Slovenia boasts outstanding landscape diversity since on its small 
territory the Alps, Dinaric Alps, Pannonian Basin, and Mediterranean regions meet, 
and this contact is reflected in a great wealth of relief forms. The karst area of carbon-
ate rock that covers a good 40% of Slovenia contributes further diversity. It is there-
fore not surprising that among the 19,000 valuable natural features in Slovenia (~1 
feature/km2) about half (9,350) are underground geomorphosites (karst caves). A fur-
ther 10% of the surface geomorphosites largely concentrated in the Alps and in the 
karst region are also the most visited valuable natural features (waterfalls, intermit-
tent lakes, canyons, caves). Slovenia’s tourist caves alone have around 750,000 visitors 
each year, and more than 80,000 visits are made to individual waterfalls and canyons. 
The geomorphological natural heritage is therefore a significant economic factor.

However the conflicts of interest that have arisen as a result of growing human 
encroachment, the excessive “use” of geomorphosites, and the ensuing reduction of 
geodiversity increasingly demand an effective system of evaluating and protecting 
our natural assets.

Examining the case of Bled, a world-renowned tourist center and an area with 
a large number of natural attractions, this study examines the state and prospects 
of Slovenia’s natural heritage. Although much of its natural environment has been 
damaged by building, Bled with its geomorphological and landscape attractions re-
mains a magnet for tourists.

We identify and describe the most important geomorphosites and evaluate 
them. We offer recommendations regarding which of them are suitable for exploi-


