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The Inventory of the Geoheritage Sites - the Basis of 
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The main principles and methodology of the formation of the inventory geoher-
itage sites are analysed in the first part of the paper. Special review is given to the-
oretical and practical problems of the use of selected principles. The geoheritage 
sites of Montenegro, formed by groups according to the international standards 
(ProGeo), are given in the second part of the paper. In the concluding part, the 
evaluation of the geoheritage sites is done from the aspect of tourist valorisation 
and it is pointed to the possibilities and limitations of development of geotour-
ism in Montenegro. 
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The subterraneous karstic features are often grouped into four larger groups and 
yam, cave, caves and caverns. They are also called speleological objects and tourism 
based on them as resources speleo-tourism or caving tourism. 

Speleological objects of Primorsko-goranska County (where are registered more 
than 210) are in the closest connection with the composition of carbonate sedi-
ments and hydro geological conditions. Aim of this paper is to make their presenta-
tion and look at the possibility of touristic valorization. 

Speleological objects in the County were classified into four groups. The first 
group entered speleo- touristic objects that have a long tradition (Lokvarka cave in 
Lokve and the cave Vrata in Fužine and Biserujka on the island Krk). Speleo - tour-
ism in these caves has been developed since year 1913 and as a tourist product shows 
aging characteristics (income and number of visitors for a long time is unchanged). 
Possibilities for repositioning of tourism can be seen in turning these objects and 
infrastructural changes in the quality and variety of services. 

In the second group entered speleo - touristic objects that had previously tour-
ist function and they lost it (Hajdova hiža near Guče village, Zametska cave in Ri-
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jeka and the Pilar icehouse at Mrkopalj). Objects in this group were devastated be-
cause there was postponed the trash in them, graffiti were written out or they were 
illuminated by torches so they are blacken with soot. Great educational role has Pi-
larova icehouse, because it keeps snow and ice throughout the year. The third group 
consists of speleological objects on the sea side or seabed (Leech cave near Senj, Blue 
Cave and the Bear cave) visited by speleologist-divers. Cave diving is every day more 
popular and its market is expanding rapidly. The fourth group includes speleologi-
cal potential sites (Bukovac and Golubinja cave near Lokve and Trbuhovica near 
Prezid). The problem is that caves are marked as potential resources of the area dif-
ficult to access and to which should build new roads. 
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The two large geotectonic units are distinguished in the Krupanj area - Jadar ter-
rane (part of the internal Dinarides) and Vardar Zone. According to scientific, ed-
ucational and aesthetic values, five outcrops are selected as potential tourist sites. 
Each of them has geoconservation significance, representing the major geological 
events from the Paleozoic in western Serbia. 

The Ivovik fossiliferous site is recognized by well-preserved brachiopod fau-
na of the Middle Carboniferous, unique in Europe. The Likodra thrust illustrates 
gradual transition of the Middle Carboniferous deep sea flysch into shallow-water 
formation with well preserved reef building fossils (e.g. tabulate corals Chaetetes). 
Limestones exposed in Kriva reka contain information of evolutionary history of 
fusulinid forams (the Middle Carboniferous-Lower Permian). The appearance of 
ophiolite melange in Rujevac (Paleogene) is enabling to explain the genesis of this 
‘exotic block’. Soko Grad site signifies well exposed tectonic contact between the Ja-
dar terrane and Vardar Zone. 

Although the distance among the first four sites enables one-day walking tour, 
Soko Grad takes additional time (12 km far away). As very instructive sites, they are 
planned for including in regular students’ excursion. Integration of geological sites 
into tourist offer of Krupanj area would raise public awareness of geodiversity val-
ues.


