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This paper presents an overview and model of geotourism interpretative provision 
for both generic geological/geomorphological and geosite with specifically loess 
and other related periglacial deposits and structures. Geotourism was first defined 
(Hose, 1995a) following a study of ‘site-specific geologic interpretative provision’ 
media and usage at some classic geosites in lowland England (Hose, 1995b, 1999, 
2000a; Page, Keene, Edmonds & Hose, 1995). Following further research, the origi-
nal definition (Hose, 1995a) was modified and for the purposes of this paper it is in-
itially defined as: ‘The provision of interpretative facilities and services to promote the 
value and societal benefit of geological and geomorphological sites and their materials, 
and to ensure their conservation, for the use of students, tourists and other casual recrea-
tionalists.’ (Hose, 2003). The inclusion of both geology/geomorphology and geocon-
servation separates this approach from both earlier and later attempts at geotour-
ism’s definition. 

Some theoretical consideration of the nature and purposes of geotourism inter-
pretative provision (Hose, 2000b), coupled with an overview of interpretative com-
petence, is essential to underpin the included case studies and examples from UK, 
but not exclusively loess, geosites (Hose, 2005a, 2005b). Material is also necessarily 
drawn from wider afield including Asia (Chul-Ho & Sang-Hoon, 2007), Australasia, 
Europe (Crawford & Black, 2009; Lutze, Kiesel & Dalchow, 2005), North America, 
and South America (Poli, 2005). These geosites and their interpretative manage-
ment and provision for geotourism highlight key issues and approaches around 
successful interpretative provision for both generic and specifically loess geosites. 
These issues and approaches are explored and developed to establish a new theo-
retical underpinning; consequently, the paper closes with a newly revised model, 
framework and strategy for geosite interpretative provision. 
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