
33GEOTRENDS 2010

of ecotourism practices in Hong Kong, particularly regarding the extent to which 
the practices have or have not met the international criteria of ecotourism. In the 
process, ecotourism is first defined in the local context and, secondly; brief intro-
ductions will be given to the specific cases in point. Finally, the results of the assess-
ments will be discussed. In conclusion, findings on whether these practices are con-
sistent with ecotourism principles are summarized, with regard to how ecotourism 
should be sustainably operated in the specific local context of Hong Kong.
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In a comprehensive manner, this paper presents the geomorphological natural her-
itage in Slovenia. Slovenia boasts outstanding landscape diversity since on its small 
territory the Alps, Dinaric Alps, Pannonian Basin, and Mediterranean regions meet, 
and this contact is reflected in a great wealth of relief forms. The karst area of carbon-
ate rock that covers a good 40% of Slovenia contributes further diversity. It is there-
fore not surprising that among the 19,000 valuable natural features in Slovenia (~1 
feature/km2) about half (9,350) are underground geomorphosites (karst caves). A fur-
ther 10% of the surface geomorphosites largely concentrated in the Alps and in the 
karst region are also the most visited valuable natural features (waterfalls, intermit-
tent lakes, canyons, caves). Slovenia’s tourist caves alone have around 750,000 visitors 
each year, and more than 80,000 visits are made to individual waterfalls and canyons. 
The geomorphological natural heritage is therefore a significant economic factor.

However the conflicts of interest that have arisen as a result of growing human 
encroachment, the excessive “use” of geomorphosites, and the ensuing reduction of 
geodiversity increasingly demand an effective system of evaluating and protecting 
our natural assets.

Examining the case of Bled, a world-renowned tourist center and an area with 
a large number of natural attractions, this study examines the state and prospects 
of Slovenia’s natural heritage. Although much of its natural environment has been 
damaged by building, Bled with its geomorphological and landscape attractions re-
mains a magnet for tourists.

We identify and describe the most important geomorphosites and evaluate 
them. We offer recommendations regarding which of them are suitable for exploi-
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tation and which should be left to undisturbed natural development and excluded 
from human use.
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Within the region of Slovene Istria, there are significant socio-economic and physical-
geographic differences. The coastal area is perceived as an economically highly devel-
oped area with strong and successful enterprise and tourism, a high level of urbaniza-
tion, a developed infrastructure, and positive demographic and economic indicators.

In contrast, the regional countryside has been dealing with many problems in re-
cent years and thus remains demographically, socially and economically underdevel-
oped. Despite high value and potential, the hinterland of Slovene Istria remains pri-
marily »undiscovered« as a tourist destination. In our opinion, only sustainable types 
of tourism should be integrated and promoted in this hinterland area. 

In our presenatation we will focus on the main potentials:
•	 Establishment of the protected area “Regional park Dragonja”. This area is espe-

cially known for its rich natural values and cultural heritage. There were some 
unsuccessful attempts to establish the regional park in the past, but it has great 
potential for developing various types of sustainable tourism.

•	 Connect tourism with organic farming and introduce tourism on organic farms. 
Globally, ecotourism has grown rapidly in recent years, but it is not yet developed 
in Slovene Istria. There are no organic tourist farms with accomodation facilites 
in the area. Potential also exists to offer various types of so-called educational 
tourism on organic farms focusing on “profile groups”, for example: kindergar-
dens, primary and secondary schools, faculties, pensioners, etc. 

The hinterland of Slovene Istria is an area with high natural and cultural value. 
There is great potential for the development of protected areas and environmental-
friendly activities (organic farming, ecotourism, various types of ‘green’ tourism, 
etc.) that will create new jobs and higher added value for the area under considera-
tion. The combination of the above-mentioned activities could be a valued contri-


