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some are also characteristic for fragments of the Sudetes. The presented geotouris-
tic objects prove the high scientific significance of the Strzeleckie Hills for geology, 
geomorphology and also show human impact on environmental changes.

Additionally good accessibility is an important advantage for development of ge-
otourism in the Strzeleckie Hills. However, there is still no geotouristic infrastruc-
ture in the Strzeleckie Hills, which make available all their advantages for educa-
tional purposes.

The main geotouristic values are as follow:
1.	 Enormous diversity of geological structure (variety of rock types e.g. gneiss, 

granite, quartzite, marble, glacigenic deposits, loess) and relief (inselbergs, tors, 
gorges, loess gullies, man-made forms) in relatively small area.

2.	 Many closed quarries, clay, sand and gravel pits exposing history of environ-
mental changes (granite intrusion and weathering profiles in the old quarry in 
Gołoszyce, weathering profile of quartzite in the small quarry on flattened crest 
of Koĺocz Mt. or “Goethe’s rocks” - man-made outcrops on the east slopes of Li-
sia Mt. Massif, loess profiles e.g. in the clay pits near Białego Kościoła and pre-
senting modern geological processes.

3.	 Fluvial forms as a result of environmental changes in Holocene (a few genera-
tions of oxbow lakes in the Krynka Valley between Żeleźnik and Karszówek).

4.	 Spectacular effects of human impacts (transformations in the Oławy Valley be-
tween Ziębiceand Henryków, relicts of ponds in many small river valleys as well 
as remains of water mills from 15th centaury).

Geoheritage objects mentioned above could exhibit geotouristic potential of 
Strzeleckie Hills after proper adaptation. 
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The Central Metaliferi Mountains, situated in south-central side of the Apuseni 
Mountains, have a variety of natural and antropic touristic potential, but, unfortu-
nately, less known and poorly exploited.

The most important natural resources may be grouped as it follows:
•	 the geological and geomorphologic resources
•	 the climatic touristic fond
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•	 the hydrographical potential
•	 the fitogeographical fond

Among the most important resources from this category we mention:
•	 religious edifices
•	 the memorial house “Ion Budai Deleanu” in the Cimgau village; the memorial 

museum “Aurel Vlaicu” in the Aurel Vlaicu locality
•	 other museums 
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The Idrija Municipality, situated in the western part of Slovenia, extends over an 
area of 294 km2 and has around 12,000 inhabitants. The area of Idrija is placed at 
the crossing of two gigantic mountain ranges: the Dinaric and the Alpine mountain 
ranges. It is this position that is the reason for an exceptionally diverse surface with 
deep gorges, high Karst tablelands and mountain tops. 

The purpose of this paper is to present the outstanding natural heritage in com-
bination with the industrial heritage found in the Idrija region. The most impor-
tant is its geological heritage, which is a result of turbulent geological history with 
its mercury ore deposit and the Idrija fault. The Idrija region has a typical thrust 
structure with nappes, intermediate thrust slices and internal blocks. An impor-
tant factor for geomorphology of the region is water, since it contributes to the va-
riety of the terrain with the rivers and sources, forming Karst features (e.g. Wild 
Lake, Habečkovo brezno shaft, caves, sinkholes). 

The Idrija Mercury Mine was the leading force in the development of the region 
through centuries. Today, the mine is closed but it left an outstanding cultural and 
industrial heritage that needs to be conserved for future generations. 

Since 2007 many efforts have been put into the establishment of the Geopark, 
and in 2009, the first steps were taken: the inventory of natural heritage, designing 


