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Using Long Distance Public Footpaths  
to Promote Geoheritage
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The geology and landscapes of the Anglesey Geopark are best exposed around the 
coastline. A recently developed long distance coastal footpath (200km) provides 
easy access and attracts a large number of tourists. On behalf of the Geopark I have 
recently published a guide to the rocks, geological structures, landscape and envi-
ronment on view along this footpath. Aimed at the general public, it integrates ge-
ology with other interests of walkers, ramblers, archaeologists, bird watchers etc. 
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According to the National Geographic Society definition, geotourism is “tourism 
that sustains or enhances the geographical character of a place” and includes both 
components of the physical and human geography of that place. The society makes 
the connection between this emerging form of tourism and its much-debated “eco-
tourism cousin” in that conservation should be a goal but that this should be more 
than just environmental conservation. This appears to be an important point in the 
geotourism concept. Although its conceptual cousin has a distinct human compo-
nent in the form of local involvement, one of the problems of ecotourism has been 
the attempt to separate human interests from issues of environmental conserva-
tion. 
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