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a very modest loess fall. This same loess fall provided the raw material for the brick 
makers, but in some cases the deposits were more complex.

The South Downs deposit is simple, it sits, undisturbed on top of the chalk. 
Much loess material from the modest fall fell into river basins and was quickly re-
distributed and redeposited. The material which fell into the Weald has been al-
most totally removed by the Wealden streams; the Medway drainage system has 
allowed at great concentration of material near the Medway-Thames confluence, 
which is where many brickworks were sited. The south flowing Wealden rivers (e.g. 
Arun, Adur) flow through gaps in the South Downs and have formed loess depos-
its near the coast. The initial Wealden loess is redeposited to form coastal deposits.

Much material accumulated in south Essex, in the region of the Thames estu-
ary. This is another region of brick manufacture and probably the location of the 
thickest of the southern English loess deposits (~8m). Nothing spectacular in south 
Essex but this is a region of widespread loess material. There was a plan to site a 
large airport in this part of the Thames estuary, and this did lead to fairly wide-
spread investigations of the loess, but the chance was fumbled by the UK Govern-
ment and the moment passed, no airport was built. The Stonehenge builders were 
better organised and more determined.
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Geotourism is normally associated with areas of rural landscape, which often al-
ready draw many, more-traditional types of tourist. However, geology is an im-
portant factor in the development of industry in areas that would not normally 
be associated with tourism. Exploitation of geological resources for energy or raw 
materials can cause ugly scarring and damage to the landscape, which might be 
thought to be counter-productive for tourism. But these man-made exposures can 
provide potential for the interpretation of that geology, which can then be linked 
to culture and industrial archaeology, to provide a holistic story about the history 
of the area. 

South Wales has a long tradition of exploitation of coal and there is a strong link 
with the history and culture of the area. The British Institute for Geological Con-
servation is developing a series of interpretive trails within the coalfield to demon-
strate the geology and its links with the local society. This geopark-like in itiative 
has the potential for drawing visitors into the area, which has suffered econom-
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ically in recent years. It will also generate “internal geotourism” by bringing the 
geoheritage of the area to the attention of the local people, especially among the 
younger generations, to help them understand the important role that the natural 
world has played in their history and culture. 
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Geodiversity is an integral part of Scotland’s natural heritage and is closely linked 
with many aspects of the cultural landscape and the development of geotourism. 
These links provide opportunities for creative ways of raising awareness of Scot-
land’s Earth heritage, complementing more traditional didactic approaches to in-
terpretation. The ‘voices’ of the stones open new opportunities for re-engagement 
with geodiversity and are revealed in different ways through links with archaeolo-
gy, the built heritage, literature, poetry and art. The creative influence of geodiver-
sity also allows a broader interdisciplinary exploration of the cultural engagement 
with geological landscapes and the deep connections between people and the nat-
ural world. This highlights the continuity between the present andthe past, and 
helps to link people with their cultural roots, Earth heritage and sense of place. 
This approach can also enable Earth scientists to engage with a much wider au-
dience and to promote better appreciation of the relevance of geoscience in an in-
creasingly dynamic world influenced by climate change. 
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